LIFESTYLE

5B Quest Budios

- B

ardens
can be beautiful

Despite water restrictions it is still possible to have a beautiful garden.
KAREN HARDING looks at dry climate gardening and finds it not enly
saves water but saves you time.

Thie Droaeght. Evervone knows alsout it amnd no-one is
unicuiched by 11 Governments and businecoes spend tima
afd money looking for new ways to addness waber
management throughout Australia, Houzseholds are
legislabed and encourmged to restrict their usa of this
precious resource. Everywhers, it seems, people are

talKing aboul waler

For many Australlans, gardening Is a pastime, a passbon, &
part af our way of life, Can this continue 1o be 30, with
wiler now in su

is yes. But we need to change the way we garden

short suppdy? [he answer, simply put

The concept of dry climate gardening Is not new, Indesd 8
has been wsed in Australia for 20 years and more. But a8
increkting aumber of peopbé are now MUrRing o 00 a5 8
gardening practbce both to conserve water and also o
make maore efficlent use of that other valuable commodies
tfime. It [5 a boon both to the keen gardensr and to peopls

with busy lives

Aungtralla forms 22% of the eofal Mediterranean climags
regions of the world, There ame five In all and whiks
specific conditions within these regians vary, they all
share a commaon feature: a short, mild, wet winter and 8
leng, hod, dry summer. By choosing planis thal originass

from a climate similar to or even harsher than ours, as
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You can still have flowers over the the whale story, ATERTION Lo

summer period in an Australian vour sofl 15 2 big part of geod
garden. Just not on the scale of an R It DRY CLIMATE GARDENING
English flower garden. plants will survive in the FURTHER READING:
tughest of con firka=m % bar forf ® Micharel MoCoy's Garden, by Michael MoCoy
enomenal success and bountiful resolts, a liglke exira & Plants For Mediterranean Climate Gardens,
I0 v, Clay solls bensdlt from the addition of by Trewor Molile
ypsum and clavbreaking products. Hydrephobic solls FOR MORE INFORMATION:
T ® Mediterranean Garden Society -
wanw. mcdlerrancangardersocietyorg
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m Larnbley Mursery = Lesters Road, Asool, Vicloria
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& Mathee Visions - Melbourne. 0400 523 147
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